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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: OCLR, UR, US 

SUBJECT: LATE RECEIPT OF REQUESTS FOR CREWLIST VISAS 
REF: MOSCOW 17555 (NOTAL) 

1 . DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES POSTS' DIFFICULTIES IN DEALING 
WITH PROBLEMS RELATED TO ISSUANCE OF CREWLIST VISAS. IN 
FACT. PROBLEMS INCLUDE NOT ONLY LATE APPLICATIONS FOR VISA 
BY SOVIETS, BUT ALSO FAILURE OF SHIP TO SHOW UP AT FIRST 
PORT OF ENTRY DESIGNATED IN VISA AND IN SOME CASES FAILURE 
TO APPLY FOR CREWLIST VISA AT ALL. DEPARTMENT APPROACH 
TO SHORE LEAVE FOR CREWS OF SOVIET SHIPS HAS BEEN TO ALLOW 
SOVIET SHIPS’ CREWS ASHORE ONLY IF THERE IS A CREWLIST VISA 
OR THE IBEX TELEGRAPHIC NOTIFICATION ON HAND. DEPARTMENT 
DOES NOT NORMALLY WAIVE VISA REQUIREMENTS FOR SOVIET 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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CREWS. IN PAST SIX MONTHS NO MORE THAN THREE WAIVERS HAVE 
BEEN GIVEN TO SOVIET CREWS UNDER EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES. 
ONE OF WHICH WAS THE MORIS TOREZ. 

2. IN DISCUSSING THESE OPERATIONAL PROBLEMS WITH MFA OR 
OTHER SOVIET AUTHORITIES, EMBASSY SHOULD POINT OUT THAT 
DELAYS OR INACCURACIES IN VISA APPLICATION MAY DELAY 
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PREVENT SOVIET CREWS FROM GETTING ASHORE IN US PORTS. 

DEPARTMENT PLANS TO CONVEY SAME MESSAGE TO SOVIET MARITIME 
ATTACHE AT FIRST OPPORTUNITY. VANCE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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